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THE 


Presbyterians deſcribed 
In the Character of their Predeceſſours 5 
r e 


PH ARIS EES 


4 MATTH. v. XX. 
I ſay; uuto jou, that except your Righteou ef exceed the Righteouſ- 
. -neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, you ſball in no caſe enter into the 
8 Kingdom of Heaven. 171 | 


Oſephas, though himſelf 4 Pharifee, gives this Character of 
=S them, That they were a Crafty and Subtil Generation of 
Men, and ſo perverſe even td Princes themſelves, that they 

would not fear many times openly to affront and oj 
them 5 and far had they infiguated themſelves into the 
affections and eſtimations of the Populacy , that their 
| good or ill word was enough to make or blaſt any one 
with the people, who would implicitely believe them, let their report be 
never ſo falſe or malitious. Therefore King Alexander Janne very wiſely 
adviſed his Queen, when he lay upon his Death-Bed, That if ſhe would 
ſecure the Kingdom to her ſelf, and her Succeſſors, ſhe thould beſtow ſome 
Authority upon the Phariſees 3 who would ſound her praiſe, and obtain her 
the peoples Favour. He further added, that after his Death ſhe ſhould go to 
' Fernſalex, and make the moſt plauſible Speech ſhe could to them; promiſing 
them that ſhe would do nothing in the Adminiſtration of the Goverament, 
but by their advice; and that by this means ſhe ſhould Reign in great quiet 
and aſſurance. Certain it is, they were ſo infinitely Proud and Inſolent, 
Surly and Ill natur d, that they hated all Mankind but themſelves, and cen- 
ſured whoſoever would not be of their way, as a Villain and a Reprobate : 
Greatly Zealous to gather 1 to theit party 3 not to make them more 
ligious, but more Fierce and Cruel, more Carping and Cenſorious, more 
Heady and High- minded; in ſhort, Twofold more the Children of the Devil 
than they were before. All Religion and kindneſs was confin d within the 
bounds of their own Party, and the firſt Principles where with they Inſpir d 
their new Converts were, That none but they were the godly party, and that 
all other perſons were Slaves, erfd Sons of the Earth: and therefore eſpecially 
endeavour'd to Inſpire them with a mighty Zeal and Fierceneſs againſt all 
that differ d from them; ſo that if any one did but ſpeak a good word of our 
Saviour or bis Apoſtles Inſtitutions, - be ſhould be preſently Excommunicated 
and caſt out, perſecuted,and devoted to the Death. Tothis end, they were 
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wont not onely to Separate, but Diſcriminate themſelves from the herd and 
community, by ſome peculiar note of Diſtiaction ; but they were 
eſpecially aqive and diligent in what. coſt theme little, the outward inſtances 
of Religion, ſoch Duties eſpecially. as did more 1 refer to Cod 
Almighty, as frequent Faſting aud Praying z Which they did very often, and 
very long, with Demure and Mortified looks, in a whining and an affeFed 
Tone: and they fo contrived the Scheme of their Religion, that what they 
did might be os of men to the beſt advantage. Yer under all this ſeeaving 
Sanity, they were but Religious Villains, Spiteſul, Malitions, Griping, Co- 
vetoxs, great Oppreſſors, Mercileſs, Dealers, Heady, Seditions, Rebelions, 
aid indeed guilty of moſt kinds of Immorality ; all whieh they thought 
26Falliat and vatniſh' over with their more than ordinary pretence ol Re- 
igion. 5 | Hips 
_ Another Branch of this Se& there was, called the Zealots ; Theſe men 
were mighty Aſſertors of the Law, and the Stri&neſ7 and Purity of Reli- 
gion, aſſuming a Liberty to themſelves to queſtion Notorious Offenders, 
without ſtaying for the ordinary Formalities of the Law; nay, when they 
thought good, executed. Capital vengeance on them. And being not timely 
Impeded, their Zeal degenerated into all manner of Licentiouſneſs aud wild 
Extravagance; and they not onely became the peſts of the Commonwealth 
at home, but opened the Door for the Roman to break in upon them, to 
their final and 'irrecgyerable Ruine; and they, were cantinually promptiog 
the people to throw off the Rowan Yoke, and Vindicate themſelves in their 
native liberty 5 and when they had turn d all things into hurty and conſuſion, 
themſelves in the mean time fiſnt in theſe troubled waters. Joſephas gives a 
large account of them, and every where bewails them as the great Plague of 


Romans, and hetraying the liberty of their Country; opealy glorying that 
herein they were the 3enefaGors and Saviours of the People. They abrogated 
the . le of antient Families, thruſting obſcure and ignoble perſons into 
high , that fo they might oblige the moſt infamous Villains to their 
party. And as if not content to injure men, they affranted Heaven, and 
proclaimed defiance to the Divinity it ſelf, by breaking into and prophaning 
the moſt holy Place; ſtiling themſelves Zealots(ſays he)as if their undettakings 
were good and honourable, while they were greedy and emulous of the great- 
eſt Wickednefſes,and outdid the worſt of men. Many attempts were made 
by Auna the High · Prieſt, to reduce them to order and ſobriety : But neither 
force of Arms nor fair and gentle methods could do any good upon them ; 
they held out, and went on in their Violent proceedings, and joyniig with 
the 1d»mears, commited all manner of outrage, {laying the High-Prieft him- 
ſelf... Nay, when Jeraſalem was ſtraitly Beſieged by the Romans, add their 
danger equal with the reſt , yet they ceaſed not to create Txrultr and Fac. 
ons within , and were indeed the main cauſe of the Jews deſtruction. lt 
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